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1. PURPOSE 
 
To provide guidance to staff in applying the provisions of the Local Government Act (NSW) 1993 for 
rate and charges rebates applicable to eligible pensioners.  

 
2. SCOPE 
 
This policy is applicable to eligible pensioners as defined in Clause 134 of the Local Government 
(General) Regulations 2005.  
 

3. DEFINITIONS 
 

Term Definition 

Act Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) 

Council Cobar Shire Council 

Pensioner 
An eligible pensioner as defined in Clause 134 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulations 2005.  

Principal Place of Residence 
The property which the ratepayer occupies as their sole or dominant 
residence.  

Ratepayer 
The person liable for payment of Rates and Charges for the property 
in accordance with section 560 of the Act.  

Rates and Charges 
Ordinary Rates and Annual Charges levied in accordance with the 
Act.  

 

4. OBJECTIVES 
 
To provide eligible pensioners with the statutory pensioner concession relating to rates and charges 
under the provisions of section 575 of the “Act”.  

 
5. POLICY 
 
Ratepayers who hold a current pensioner concession card and are solely or jointly liable for the rates 
and charges levied on land on which a dwelling which is their principal place of living is situated, may 
be eligible for a reduction in rates and charges according to section 575 of the Act.  
 
The statutory reduction provided is fifty percent of the total ordinary rates and charges up to a 
maximum of $250.00 on rates and $87.50 each on water and sewer charges annually. If the 
ratepayer is jointly liable with other persons who are not eligible pensioners, the reduction will be 
proportionate to which the ratepayer is liable for the rates and charges.  
 
If a ratepayer is eligible for a reduction on the date of the levy of the rates and charges notice, they 
are entitled to receive the annual amount. If they become eligible during the year, the following 
applies: 
• Becomes eligible after levy date but before 1 October, 75% rebate; 
• Becomes eligible between 1 October and 31 December (inclusive) 50% rebate; 
• Becomes eligible between 1 January and 31 March (inclusive) 25% rebate; 
• Becomes eligible between 1 April and 30 June (inclusive) – no rebate. 

 
Council will apply the rebate for the current financial year and one year prior.  
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Requests for reductions for eligible pensioners must be made on the Council’s standard form 
(Annexure 1). A copy of the eligible pensioners pension card must be retained.  
 
Section 581 of the Act enables Council to receive a Pensioner Concession Subsidy of 55% of all 
concessions granted for a rating year. Council funds the balance of 45% of pensioner concessions 
granted. Council is required to submit an Independent Audit Certificate to the Department of Local 
Government when applying for payment of the Pensioner Concession Subsidy. 

 
6. ACCOUNTABILITIES 
 
The Rates Officer is responsible for assessing applications against Part 8 Division 1 of the Act to 
determine whether the applicant is eligible for a rebate and the applicable amount. Council will 
check with Centrelink at least annually for verification of current pensioner eligibility.  

 
7. REFERENCES, ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS AND ANNEXURES 
 
• Local Government Act (NSW) 1993 

• Local Government General Regulations (NSW) 2005 

• Annexure 1: Application for Council Pensioner Concession Rates Rebate 
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Amendment List 

 

No. Date Adopted Responsible 
Date 

Commenced 

1 18.11.2010 J Prisk 18.11.2010 

2 21.01.2021 J Prisk 21.01.2021 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 


